
COLLEGE AND 

CAREER GUIDE for

High School Students

IMCOM EUROPE
CYS SCHOOL SUPPORT SERVICES

School Liaison Officers



It's never too early to start planning for post high school 
life be it college, trade school, military, or entering the job

force. This guide should assist you in that quest.

Military connected students may have some challenges, but
also some advantages in their life experiences.

This handbook is designed to support military connected high 
school students. It is not the sole resource for college & career 
information, but should get you a good start planning for your 
life after high school.

Find your way forward! The future belongs to you!



DODEA GRADUATION & TRANSCRIPTS

DODEA Graduation Requirements 

DoDEA Transcripts

DoDEA College and Career Readiness Guide

SchooLinks  is a student-centric college 
and career planning resource that helps stu- 
dents graduate with a diploma and a plan.

See school counselor to get student claim 
code to access account.

Career Technical Education (CTE) is an education pathway that provides students 
with the academic, technical, and real-world knowledge, skills and experience they need 
to be prepared for a variety of career options.

CTE gives students training and skills in many different types of careers in high growth 
industries such as science and technology, healthcare, and business management. CTE 
programs are personalized, hands-on, and let students explore different career fields. 
CTE is part of the middle school and high school experience and prepares students for 
the full range of post-secondary opportunities, including college and careers.

Please see your school counselors and CTE teachers to learn more about CTE, Career 
Clusters and Pathways, earning a CTE Pathway Endorsement, and Choices360.

https://www.dodea.edu/StudentServices/Graduation/index.cfm
https://www.dodea.edu/StudentServices/transcripts.cfm
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q&esrc=s&source=web&cd&ved=2ahUKEwjUupnN7ef0AhXHm6QKHUyVAJ0QFnoECAMQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dodea.edu%2FStuttgartHS%2Fupload%2FDoDEA-College-and-Career-Readines-Guide-10-5-2020.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1iZKpNgawmuVIRX-cJpA4M
https://app.schoolinks.com/login/k12
https://www.dodea.edu/Curriculum/CareerTechEd/index.cfm
https://www.dodea.edu/education/student-services/schoolinks
https://www.dodea.edu/Curriculum/CareerTechEd/index.cfm


School Search Engines

Petersons College Search 

Best Value Schools

Big Future

Find a college on Common App

Trade Schools, Colleges, & Universities

Community College Review -review and search feature

US Dept. Of Education Database of Accredited Post Secondary Institutions & Programs

On Post Colleges (All options not available in all locations-visit your installation 

Education Center or a local on-post college office for more information and local options)

University of Maryland Global Campus 

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 

University of Oklahoma (OU)

Online Colleges

Accredited Schools Online -guide to online education with school search feature

International Schools in Europe

German Universities and Colleges.

International (English Speaking) Universities in Italy

Study in the Netherlands 

Study in Belgium

FAFSA Eligible Universities & Colleges in Europe 

Least Expensive International Universities in Europe

European Countries with the Most English-Taught Bachelor’s Degrees 

Guide to International University Admission

Financial Aid for International Studies. 

International College Counselors

International Studies Scholarships

Asia, Europe, Latin America, Australia student exchange 

http://www.petersons.com/
https://www.bestvalueschools.com/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/find-colleges
https://www.commonapp.org/explore/
https://www.trade-schools.net/
http://www.communitycollegereview.com/blog/subcategory/overview
https://ope.ed.gov/accreditation/
https://www.umgc.edu/
http://www.erau.edu/europe
https://www.ou.edu/
http://www.accreditedschoolsonline.org/
https://knowgermany.com/english-speaking-universities-in-germany/
http://www.gooverseas.com/blog/best-universities-in-italy-international-students
https://www.expatica.com/nl/education/higher-education/study-in-the-netherlands-104928/?utm_source=301&utm_medium=redirect&utm_campaign=2020-04-16
https://www.educations.com/study-guides/europe/study-in-belgium/
https://www.study.eu/article/fafsa-eligible-universities-colleges-in-europe
https://www.uopeople.edu/blog/cheap-universities-in-europe-for-international-students/
https://www.bachelorsportal.com/articles/2457/european-countries-with-the-most-english-taught-bachelors-degrees.html
https://www.nacacnet.org/guide-to-international-university-admission/
https://www.iefa.org/
https://internationalcollegecounselors.com/gap-year-options/
https://www.mastersportal.com/scholarships/
https://asiaexchange.org/


Post-Secondary Preparation and Special Needs
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) can apply in post-secondary 

education testing, admissions, and learning. You will need to ensure you have up-to-date 
documentation. Reaching out to potential schools and working with your high school 
counselor is vital. Knowing the options and planning ahead is crucial no matter the type 
or level of support a student may need.

Resources
Students with Disabilities Preparing for Postsecondary Education 

Wrightslaw - College: Continuing and Higher Education

Rights and Responsibilities of College Students with LD (Learning Disabilities
Association of America)

Educational Testing Service-accommodations 

ACT Accomodations

AHEAD (Association on Higher Education and Disability) This is a professional association 
committed to full participation of persons with disabilities in post-secondary education

Applying for Accommodations on College Entrance Tests 

Preparing Students with Disabilities for Trade School 

Military One Source—Adults with Special Needs– The 

Essentials DOD Adult Child Benefits

Disabled Military Child Protection Act

Special Needs Alliance

Fair Test - National Center for Fair and Open Testing. Site lists 1600+ accredited schools 
offering ACT/SAT Optional testing policies for admission

Success Tips:

1. Have an up-to date IEP or 504 Plan .

2. Start communication early to en- 

sure accommodations are honored.

3. Stay in contact with counselors at

HS and post secondary school.

4. Meet with team of teachers at the 

high school to identify recommenda- 

tions for success.

5. Student input is critical to success.
6. Seek help from advocacy groups if

you encounter any barriers.

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/transition.html
https://www.wrightslaw.com/info/college.index.htm
https://ldaamerica.org/rights-and-responsibilities-of-college-students-with-learning-disabilities-ld/
https://www.ets.org/disabilities/test-takers.html
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration/accommodations.html
http://www.ahead.org/
https://dyslexiaida.org/applying-for-accommodations-on-college-entrance-tests/
https://www.affordablecollegesonline.org/college-resource-center/trade-school-students-with-disabilities/
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/family-relationships/special-needs/adults-with-special-needs/adults-with-special-needs-the-essentials
https://milconnect.dmdc.osd.mil/milconnect/help/pdf/tyabrochure.pdf
https://www.military.com/spousebuzz/blog/2015/03/new-law-eases-burden-for-special-needs-military-kids.html
https://www.specialneedsalliance.org/about-special-needs-alliance/
http://fairtest.org/university/optional


The primary purpose of testing is to measure a high school student's readiness 
for college, and provide colleges with one common data point that can be used 
to compare all applicants. Some tests help students focus on preparing for col- 
lege, and others provide access to scholarships and early college credit.

American College Testing or ACT -The ACT is an entrance exam used by most 

colleges and universities to make admissions decisions. It is a multiple-choice, pencil-and- 

paper test administered by ACT, Inc. There are four ACT sections: English, Reading, Math, 
and Science. The ACT also includes an optional 40-minute Writing Test.

Scholastic Aptitude Test or SAT -The SAT is a multiple-choice test created and ad-
ministered by the College Board. There are two SAT sections: 1. Math 2. Evidence-Based 
Reading and Writing. The optional essay section was dropped in January 2021. The College 
Board is working on making the test more digital friendly in light of the recent COVID19 re- 
strictions. Check with the College Board for latest updates.

SAT Subject Matter Tests are no longer offered in the US and will only be available 

internationally until June 2021.

Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship qualifying Test or PSAT/
NMSQT is used to determine eligibility and qualification for entry in the National Merit 

Scholarship Program (MNSQT). This test is offered to DoDEA grades 10 & 11 in October.

PSAT10 is essentially the same as the PSAT/NMSQT but only offered to 10th graders.

While this test may connect students to scholarships it doesn’t connect them to the National 
Merit Scholarship. Scores assist students in selecting AP level classes.

PSAT 8/9 is similar to the PSAT10, but is shorter with a lower score range. The test will

help students and their teachers figure out what the students need to work on most so that 
they're ready for college when they graduate from high school. Colleges do not review
PSAT8/9 scores. It tests the same skills and knowledge as the SAT, PSAT/NMSQT, and PSAT 10
in a way that makes sense for the students' grade level. Offered to all 8th and 9th graders in 
DoDEA . Sample PDSAT 8/9 test results report students receive.

Advanced Placement or AP Tests are college-level exams on specific subjects and

are administered in May upon the completion of an AP course taken at a student's high 
school. At many colleges and universities, a high enough score will earn the student college 
credit. There are AP tests that cover a range of subjects from Biology to European History to 
Music Theory. There are currently over 38 AP test options, though few high schools offer 
classes in every subject. AP tests are scored on a scale of 1–5. While every college is differ- 
ent, most schools won't accept AP scores for credit unless you score at least a 4.

Testing for 

College Admission

https://www.act.org/
https://www.princetonreview.com/college/act-sections
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat
https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.princetonreview.com/college/sat-sections
https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat-subject-tests?navId=aru-satsubj
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10?navId=aru-pn
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10?navId=aru-pn
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10?navId=aru-pn10
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9?navId=aru-p89
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/sample-psat-8-9-score-report.pdf
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/


GET COLLEGE CREDIT EARLY

DANTES ( Defense Activity for Non-Traditional Educational Support) is part of the DOD Vol- 
untary Education Program . DANTES makes testing for college credit accessible to military con- 
nected students at a low cost. (Testing can also be purchased by anyone.)
Testing PRIOR to college can give you a head start on credits at a far lower price.
Two different programs offers these tests. CLEP (College Level Examination Program) & 
DSST (Dantes Subject Standardized Tests.) (See: Difference between CLEP and DSST)

Be sure to check out your school’s policy regarding acceptance of credit by testing prior to 
testing. Some schools do not accept these credits. Testing is often available at Education Cen- 
ters on military bases. See program links for testing locations.

Get college credit for what you already know, and save tuition costs!

REQUIREMENTS FOR YOUR CHOSEN COLLEGE
It is important to remember that your high school graduation requirements might not match or 
meet the acceptance requirements at your chosen college. Consider where you wish to complete 

your post high school education and what their requirements for acceptance are as you make 
your course selections in high school. Be ready with a transcript that will gain you admittance!

Online Resources - COLLEGE TESTING

About the SAT About the ACT 

ACT Test Dates

ACT Practice Questions 

Pop Quiz: ACT

Full-length ACT Practice Test 

ACT vs. SAT
Tips and tricks from ACT experts

SAT Test Dates
SAT Practice Questions

College Board 
ACT
SAT Prep

Pop Quiz: SAT

Full-length practice SAT 

SAT vs. ACT
AP Exam Dates Tips and tricks from SAT experts
About AP Exams Test Fee Waiver

Tutor.com
Why Take AP Classes?

Free AP Prep Resources
National Merit Scholarship program

Some schools have shifted their admissions 
requirements to SAT and ACT OPTIONAL

policies in direct response to COVID19 inspired canceled administrations. Some schools have taken
this as an opportunity to implement long-term changes to their testing requirements. While some 
schools are removing testing requirements, some are shifting to different tests. A recent addition  
to the college testing world is the Classic Learning Test (CLT) which is currently required at 25 colleg- 
es. As you progress toward college applications, be cognizant of any admission requirement chang- 
es at schools you are considering. Resource: Fair Test - National Center for Fair and Open Testing. 
Site lists 1600+ accredited schools offering ACT/SAT Optional testing policies for admission

Future of College Testing

https://www.dantes.mil/dsst/
https://clep.collegeboard.org/
https://www.getcollegecredit.com/
https://www.getcollegecredit.com/
https://www.princetonreview.com/college/sat-information
https://www.princetonreview.com/college/act-information
https://www.princetonreview.com/college/act-test-dates
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/act-practice-questions
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/act-pop-quiz
https://www.princetonreview.com/college/free-act-practice-test
https://www.princetonreview.com/college/act-sat
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/prep
https://www.princetonreview.com/college/sat-test-dates
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/sat-practice-questions
https://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act.html
https://www.khanacademy.org/SAT
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/sat-pop-quiz
https://www.princetonreview.com/college/free-sat-practice-test
https://www.princetonreview.com/college/sat-act
https://www.princetonreview.com/college/ap-exam-schedule
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/prep
https://www.princetonreview.com/college/ap-information
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/sat-fee-waiver-student-brochure.pdf
https://www.tutor.com/resources/standardized-tests-preparation/college-entrance-exams/sat
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/ap-classes
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/advanced-placement-resources
http://www.nationalmerit.org/s/1758/start.aspx?gid=2&pgid=61
https://www.cltexam.com/
http://fairtest.org/university/optional
https://www.dantes.doded.mil/EducationPrograms/get-credit/creditexam.html




Common Application Connect to nearly 

900 colleges or universities and apply for

multiple schools with ONE application!

https://www.commonapp.org/explore/ 

Find a college on Common App

COLLEGE APPLICATION PROCESS

Essays are one of the best ways to show your skills! It is best if you finish your essays dur- 

ing the summer prior to senior year. The time to write “college essay for (insert college or scholar- 
ship name here)” is not the night before the deadline. The Common Application posts their essay 
prompts during the summer, giving students ample time to complete their essays.

Some colleges do not require you to submit an essay for admission, while others are “essay option”. 
If you are very interested in a specific college which states the essay is an option, ALWAYS view it 
as a requirement so they will view you as a serious candidate.

Some colleges not only require an essay but, in addition, written statements or paragraphs on a va-
riety of questions. Treat these as mini-essays and put the same effort and care into answering
those as you do in writing your longer essay.

Tips for your essay:

 Make sure to thoroughly answer the question or prompt!
 Think about who you are and what message you want to convey.
 Grab the reader’s attention.
 Utilize this opportunity to spotlight your talents.
 Tell the college why they should admit you.
 Read your essay OUT LOUD to yourself and others.
 Write, rewrite, revise, and proofread multiple times.
 Check for grammatical or spelling errors.
 Get second or third opinions from teachers, counselors, or other editors.
 Adhere to the word count.
 Be yourself, be unique, be meticulous, and be honest!

Dictionary of college application terms 

Common App College requirements worksheet

Common App high school details information sheet

https://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.commonapp.org/explore/
https://www.commonapp.org/explore/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/apply-to-college/college-admission-glossary-learn-the-lingo
https://safe.menlosecurity.com/doc/docview/viewer/docNAE66D394C891b2bde069fcbaac04ccb9864c1f995be3c82e87b3d7ec2060a422ab1d6388e210
https://www.commonapp.org/counselors-and-recommenders/common-app-ready


Each year typically in the fall, CYS School Support 

Services and DoDEA high school team up to offer
College Fairs for dependents stationed in Europe. Often these are Hybrid

Fairs with both alumni representatives attending to provide materials and an- 

swer questions as well as Computer stations linking students to various vir- 

tual tours or college representatives. Military recruiters also participate and 

are available to answer questions. Some smaller locations transport students 

via bus to these fairs.Talk to your School Liaison Officer for more infor- 

mation. Fair locations are most often in Kaiserslautern Military Community & 

Stuttgart.

Click above to connect to 15 Questions to ask

Virtual College Fairs everywhere at College Fairs

Is Trade School Right for You?

Vocational School Searches

Trade Schools, Colleges, & Universities 

What is a Trade School?

The Importance of Skilled Trades

https://www.nacacfairs.org/virtual/
http://edbrand.com/blog/15-questions-to-ask-at-college-fairs
http://edbrand.com/blog/15-questions-to-ask-at-college-fairs
https://thebestschools.org/degrees/trade-schools/
http://www.tradevocationalschools.com/trade-schools-NM-SC.html
https://www.trade-schools.net/
https://blog.prepscholar.com/what-is-a-trade-school
https://www.bigrentz.com/blog/importance-skilled-trades


Moving during high school? Stay ON TRACK to graduate!

As mobile military students move through various sets of curriculums, 
graduation requirements, and school systems they can suffer academically and 
socially. This is finally a front burner issue with many school districts in the 
states. All 50 states and several territories have signed an interstate com- pact 
that provides support to transitioning military families.

The Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children 
provides state commitment to support transitioning military children in the 
areas of Enrollment, Eligibility, and Graduation.

The Department of Defense Education Activity is not a state and there- 
fore cannot become a signatory, however it has pledged to meet the expecta- 
tions laid out in the compact and has signed an MOA with the DOD.

Don’t let a PCS move during high school derail your graduation plans!
The Interstate Compact allows your sending and receiving schools to work to- 
gether to keep you from being penalized for your PCS move. For example, if a 
student moves senior year to a school whose graduation requirements are

different, instead of setting that student back, he can attend the new school 

and graduate with a diploma from his previous school.

The Military Interstate Children’s Compact Commission (MIC3) has es- 
tablished a website to keep military families abreast of updates and how they 
can rely on the compact provisions to support their transitioning students.

For more information:

MIC3 website

Interstate Compact Guidebook 

DoDEA on Interstate Compact

MIC3 FAQs

Compact Rules

STAY in place for your senior 

year with Senior Stabilization

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-388F.html
http://www.mic3.net/
https://mic3.net/
http://online.flipbuilder.com/rpryor/attk/#p%3D1
http://www.dodea.edu/Partnership/interstateCompact.cfm
https://mic3.net/wp-contect/uploads/2020/06/MIC3-Rules-Book_DEC2023_WEB_1-10-24.pdf
https://www.hrc.army.mil/content/High%20School%20Senior%20Stabilization%20Program


GI Bill for Dependents
Service members who haven’t used all of 

Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits, may be able to transfer 
up to 36 months of benefits to a spouse or 
dependent child.

Dependents Education Assistance 

Transferability of Educational Benefits 

GI Bill FAQs

Post 911 GI Bill Overview

Five MUST KNOW GI Bill Facts 

Video on Post 911 GI Bill

GI Bill Website

State-by-State Veteran Education Benefits

Education Benefits for 
Dependents of Wounded 
or Fallen Heroes

Survivors & Dependents Assistance Program

American Legion Legacy Scholarship

Children of Fallen Patriots Foundation

Children of Fallen Soldiers Relief Fund

TAPS Education Support Services

Scholarships for Children and Spouses of Deceased or 

Disabled Veterans and Service Members

BVA Kathern F. Gruber Scholarships

Students with a parent who was wounded 
or has fallen in service to our nation may 
be eligible for specific educational

benefits as a token of thanks from a 
grateful nation.

Heroes Legacy

Freedom Alliance Scholarship

Fry Scholarship

No Greater Sacrifice

Special Operations Warrior Foundation

Folds of Honor

Military Order of the Purple Heart 

includes grandchildren!

https://www.va.gov/family-and-caregiver-benefits/education-and-careers/dependents-education-assistance/
https://www.va.gov/education/transfer-post-9-11-gi-bill-benefits/
http://www.military.com/education/gi-bill/gi-bill-faqs.html?comp=1198882862970&rank=1
http://www.military.com/education/gi-bill/new-post-911-gi-bill-overview.html?comp=1198882780845&rank=1
http://www.military.com/education/gi-bill/5-must-know-gi-bill-facts.html?comp=1198882780845&rank=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rRdBF5GOeWk
https://www.va.gov/education/about-gi-bill-benefits/
https://www.military.com/education/money-for-school/state-veteran-benefits.html
http://www.benefits.va.gov/GIBILL/DEA.asp
http://www.legion.org/scholarships/legacy
https://www.fallenpatriots.org/scholarships-and-grants
https://www.cfsrf.org/ourprograms.html
https://www.taps.org/edu
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/benefits/education-benefits-for-surviving-family-members/#:~:text=Surviving%20military%20spouses%20and%20children%20may%20be%20eligible,Both%20private%20and%20federal%20programs%20offer%20financial%20assistance.
https://www.bva.org/kathern-f-gruber-thomas-h-miller-scholarship-instructions-2018-2019%E2%80%8B/
https://fisherhouse.org/programs/scholarships/legacy/
https://fascholarship.com/
https://www.va.gov/education/survivor-dependent-benefits/fry-scholarship/
http://www.nogreatersacrifice.org/
https://specialops.org/
https://foldsofhonor.org/
https://www.purpleheart.org/ScholarshipProgram


A 529 plan is an education savings plan oper- 
ated by a state or educational institution de- 
signed to help families seta side funds for fu- 
ture college costs. There are some tax bene- 
fits.

Pre-Paid 529 A prepaid plan is a program that allows you to pay money now 
to be used for future college expenses. Prepaid plans come in several forms, 
and in comparing plans you will find many differences. For example, some
prepaid plans cover tuition and fees only, while others cover all qualified 
higher education expenses. The essential benefit is that you lock in those 
costs: Once you've paid the plan's price, it becomes the obligation of the
plan to deliver the promised benefits down the road. Each state has its own 
529 plan with state specific rules and requirements.

Resources: 
529 Plans BY STATE Upromise Coverdell Accounts

In-State Tuition Requirements
As of 1 July 2009, members of the Armed Forces on active duty for a period of more than 30 
days and their families are eligible to receive in-state tuition at public colleges and universi- 
ties in the state where they reside or are permanently stationed. When a service member or 
their family members are enrolled, they'll continue to receive the in-state tuition rate as long 
as they remain continuously enrolled at the institution, even if the service member is reas-
signed outside the state. This change is included in section 135 of the Higher Education Op- 
portunity Act (H. R. 4137) (HEOA). In cases where the military member requires additional
assistance, contact the on-campus DVA Representative, or the Department of Education's 
office (toll-free at 877 557-2575).

Higher Education Opportunity Act 2008
IN-State Tuition
State by State Rules
How to get in-state tuition
In-state tuition from out of state

http://www.savingforcollege.com/
http://www.finaid.org/savings/529plans.phtml
https://www.nerdwallet.com/blog/investing/529-plans-list/
https://www.upromise.com/
https://www.irs.gov/taxtopics/tc310
https://www.ed.gov/laws-and-policy/higher-education-laws-and-policy/higher-education-opportunity-act-of-2008
http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/stateresidency.phtml
https://www.instateangels.com/state-tuition-rules-search/
https://www.instateangels.com/how-to-get-in-state-tuition/
https://affordableschools.com/article/how-to-qualify-for-in-state-tuition-even-if-you-live-out-of-state/


ROTC

ROTC Information

Army ROTC & 

Naval ROTC & 

Air Force ROTC

Army Junior ROTC 

Navy Junior ROTC

& Air Force Junior ROTC

USMC ROTC &   USMC Junior ROTC

Schools With ROTC
Schools with Army ROTC Programs 

Schools with Navy/Marine ROTC programs 

Schools with NROTC Programs

Schools with AFROTC Programs

Military Academies and Federal Service

Recruiter Access to students- 

DoDEA Memorandum

The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude 
Battery (ASVAB ) is a multiple-aptitude test 

battery that measures developed abilities and 
helps predict future academic and occupational 
success in the military. Your choice of job within 
the military can be tied to your ASVAB score.

Prep Resources:

Tutor.com

ASVAB Prep

Union- ASVAB Prep 

ASVAB Tutor

Free ASVAB Practice Tests

SERVICE TO NATION

Military Recon for 

Colleges & 

Scholarships

US Military Academy at West Point 

United States Naval Academy

US Air Force Academy

Coast Guard Academy

US Merchant Marine Academy

Peace Corps

US Government Jobs

Resources

Army Navy Marines

Air Force Space Force 

Reserves

Army Navy Marines

Air Force Space Force

Coast Guard 

Guard
National Guard

Army National Guard

Air National Guard

Military Benefits

Military Recruiters

https://www.todaysmilitary.com/education-training/rotc-programs#jump-navy-and-marine-corps-rotc
http://www.goarmy.com/rotc.html
http://www.nrotc.navy.mil/
https://www.afrotc.com/
http://www.usarmyjrotc.com/index.php
https://www.netc.navy.mil/NSTC/NJROTC/
https://www.af.mil/About-Us/Fact-Sheets/Display/Article/104476/air-force-junior-reserve-officer-training-corps/
https://www.netc.navy.mil/Commands/Naval-Service-Training-Command/NROTC/Prospective-Midshipmen/NROTC-Program-Options/Marine-Corps-Option/
https://www.mcjrotc.marines.mil/
http://www.goarmy.com/rotc/find-schools.html
http://www.collegeprofiles.com/rotc-navy.html
https://www.netc.navy.mil/Commands/Naval-Service-Training-Command/NROTC/Program-Information/Navy-ROTC-Schools/
http://www.afrotc.com/locator
http://www.dodea.edu/Europe/policies/upload/memo_recruiterAccess_091217.pdf
http://official-asvab.com/
https://military.tutor.com/home
https://asvabpracticetestonline.com/
https://uniontestprep.com/asvab
https://asvabtutor.com/asvab-practice-tests/
https://www.asvabpracticetests.com/
https://collegerecon.com/
https://collegerecon.com/
https://collegerecon.com/
http://www.usma.edu/SitePages/Home.aspx
http://www.usna.edu/homepage.php
https://www.academyadmissions.com/apply/
https://uscga.edu/
http://www.usmma.edu/
http://www.peacecorps.gov/
https://www.usajobs.gov/
https://recruiting.army.mil/
http://www.navy.com/locator.html
https://www.marines.com/home
https://www.airforce.com/how-to-join/join-the-air-force
https://www.spaceforce.com/apply-now
https://www.usar.army.mil/HowtoJoin/
https://www.navy.com/joining/ways-to-join/reserve/navy-reserve-requirements
https://www.marines.com/about-the-marine-corps/marine-corps-structure/marine-corps-reserve.html
https://www.airforce.com/how-to-join/join-the-air-force-reserve
https://www.marines.com/about-the-marine-corps/marine-corps-structure/marine-corps-reserve.html
https://www.reserve.uscg.mil/
https://www.nationalguard.mil/
https://www.nationalguard.com/guard-experience/recruiter
https://www.goang.com/
https://www.military.com/benefits


Find a Career that is Right for You

P A G E  1 5 

Career Key

1-2-3 Career Test

Princeton Review Career Quiz 

Career Interest & Personality Tests 

Career Builder

Personality based Career Selection Quiz

Bureau of Labor & Statistics Occupational Out- 
look Handbook

Get that job!

Step-by-Step Guide to the Job Application Process 

Dos & Don’ts of Applying for a Job

Resume Templates and Tips

Resume Builder

Ultimate Job Search Guide 

Interview Tips

Finding a Job

US Government Jobs

Career Planning

LinkedIn Profile

http://jobsearch.about.com/
https://www.123test.com/career-test/
https://www.princetonreview.com/quiz/career-quiz
https://www.truity.com/view/tests/personality-career
http://www.careerbuilder.com/?sc_cmp2=JS_Nav_Home
http://similarminds.com/career.html
http://www.bls.gov/ooh/
http://www.bls.gov/ooh/
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/job-application-process-2061600
https://www.glassdoor.com/blog/dos-donts-applying-for-job/
http://resumizer.com/
http://www.resume-now.com/lp/rnarsmsm65.aspx?cobrand=RSMN&tag=131003075741326&hitlogid=172582694&utm_source=GAD&utm_medium=SEMK&utm_campaign=Hong-Kong-1-10451
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/finding-a-job/the-essential-job-search-guide
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/interviewing/2
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/finding-a-job
https://www.usajobs.gov/
https://www.thebalancemoney.com/career-planning-6265513
https://www.thebalancemoney.com/tips-to-make-a-better-linkedin-profile-2062332


FINDING 

MONEY FOR 

SCHOOL

Grant/Loan/Scholarship Search Engines

Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

Peterson’s Scholarship Search 

Scholarship America

Fast Web

FINAID

College Connections

Big Future Scholarship Search

Military Officers’ Association of America – Scholarship

Scholar Avenue

Guaranteed Scholarships 

City of College Dreams

Scholarships.com

Sallie Scholarship Opportunities 

College Monk

https://studentaid.gov/
https://www.petersons.com/search/scholarship?awardtype=SCHOL
https://scholarshipamerica.org/students/browse-scholarships/
http://www.fastweb.com/
https://finaid.org/
http://www.collegescholarships.com/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
https://charities.moaa.org/scholarship-fund/loan-programs/
https://scholarsavenue.com/best-platforms-to-search-scholarships/
http://www.guaranteed-scholarships.com/
http://www.cityofcollegedreams.org/
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarship-search
https://www.sallie.com/scholarships/scholly
https://www.thecollegemonk.com/scholarships


FIND THE MONEY

Dependents of any branch
Scholarship America 

Partners in Purpose- Joint Branch Military Scholarship search

Colonel Aaron Burgstein Memorial Scholarship 

AMVETS National Scholarship Program

Children of Warriors National Presidents' Scholarship

Fisher House Foundation

Military Commanders’ Scholarship Fund 

American Legion Scholarship

NCOA

MG James Ursano Scholarship Program

States offering free education and/or benefits for military dependents

Military Officers’ Association of America – Scholarship

Army
SMA Leon Van Autreve Scholarship

Army Aviation Association of America Scholarship

82d Airborne Division Education Fund

101st Airborne Division Association Scholarship 4th 

Infantry DIV Association

37th Div Vets Assoc.

Association of the US Army

Women’s Army Corps Veteran’s Association

Army Rangers USARA Scholarship

https://scholarshipamerica.org/
https://www.partners-in-purpose.com/
https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/70228-Air-Force-Association
https://www.amvets.org/scholarships
https://www.alaforveterans.org/Scholarships/Children-of-Warriors-National-Presidents--Scholarship/
http://www.militaryscholar.org/
https://militarycommanderscholarship.org/
https://www.legion.org/scholarships
https://www.ncoausa.org/scholarship.html
https://www.armyemergencyrelief.org/scholarships/child/
https://collegerecon.com/states-offering-free-college-veterans-dependents/
https://charities.moaa.org/scholarship-fund/loan-programs/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarships/sma-leon-van-autreve-scholarship
https://www.quad-a.org/scholarship
http://www.82ndairborneassociation.org/education-fund.html
http://www.screamingeaglefoundation.org/scholarship-application-and-donations/
https://www.4thinfantry.org/scholarships
http://37thdva.org/grants/
https://www.ausa.org/scholarships
https://www.armywomen.org/pdf/_10ScholarApp.pdf
https://ranger.org/usara-scholarship-program/


FIND THE MONEY

Air Force & Space Force
General Henry H. Arnold Education Grant Program

Lt. Col Romeo and Josephine Bass Ferretti Scholarship 

John C. and Blanche Lee Lindsay Memorial Scholarship

Air Force Sergeants Association

Trident University Full Scholarship

Pentagon Federal Credit Union Pilot Training Scholarship 

Destin Flight Works Pilot Training Scholarship

The George and Vicki Muellner Foundation Scholarship

John C. and Blanche Lee Lindsay Memorial Scholarship 

Dr. Sydell Perlmutter Gold Memorial Scholarship

Air and Space Force Scholarship

Navy
Chief Petty Officer Scholarship Fund

Wings Over America Scholarship Foundation

Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society

Navy League of the United States Scholarship Program 

Navy Supply Corps Scholarship

Seabee Memorial Scholarship Foundation 

Dolphin Scholarship Foundation

Tailhook Educational Foundation Scholarship Awards

https://www.afas.org/how-we-help/general-henry-h-arnold-education-grant/
https://www.afa.org/education/scholarships
https://www.afa.org/education/scholarships
https://www.hqafsa.org/scholarships.html
https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/70231-Air-Force-Association
https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/70236-Air-Force-Association
https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/70232-Air-Force-Association
https://www.tun.com/scholarships/vicki-and-george-muellner-scholarship-for-aerospace-engineering/
https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/70240-Air-Force-Association
https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/70233-Air-Force-Association
https://www.afa.org/scholarships/
http://www.cposf.org/scholarship
https://wingsoveramerica.us/app/administered
https://www.nmcrs.org/our-services/scholarships
https://scholarshipstostudyabroad.com/navy-league-foundation-scholarships/
https://navysupplycorpsfoundation.org/programs/scholarships-program/
http://www.seabee.org/
https://www.dolphinscholarship.org/scholarships/
https://www.tailhook.net/scholarship-application


FIND THE MONEY

Marine Corps
Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation

Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society

USMC Tankers Association Scholarship

Marines' Memorial Association Scholarship Program

Coast Guard
Coast Guard Exchange System Scholarship Program

Chief Warrant Officer Association 

Colona Scholarship

Where to find more scholarships
Search in your community and online for scholarships by fraternities or sororities, local 
spouse groups, businesses, houses of worship, clubs, etc., and don’t forget to see 
what is available from your school! Every little bit adds up to not being in debt later!

Federal Student Aid

The U.S. Department of Education's office of 
Federal Student Aid provides more than $120 
billion in financial aid to help pay for college 
or career school each year.

It takes a bit of time to set up a log in account, 
but well worth your time. Even if you don’t 
think you will need this, set up an account to 
be prepared for changes in circumstances.

Free Application for Federal Student Aid

http://www.mcsf.org/page.aspx?pid=183
http://www.nmcrs.org/pages/education-loans-and-scholarships
https://marinesmemorial.org/members/scholarships/
https://marinesmemorial.org/members/scholarships/
https://www.coastguardmwr.org/cgx-scholarship
https://www.cwoauscg.org/keller.html#/
https://www.cwoauscg.org/colona.html#/
https://studentaid.gov/
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


Federal Work-Study provides part-time
jobs for undergraduate and graduate students
with financial need, allowing them to earn 
money to help pay education expenses.

The program encourages community service 
work and work related to the student's course 
of study.

Check with your school's financial aid office to 
find out if your school participates.

Internship Resume Guide 

8 Ways to find an Internship 

International Internships 

How to get an Internship 

Search for an Internship 

Importance of Internships

National Merit Scholarship

National Achievement Scholarship

Awarded by the

National Merit Scholarship Corporation

In addition to the nearly $ 3.5 BILLION in ath- 
letic scholarships schools award athletes, the 
National Collegiate Athletic Association gives
$10 MILLION in scholarships and grants each 
year to student athletics.

Check out the link to find out more and plan 
ahead if hope to snag some of this money for 
school!

COLLEGE INTERNSHIPS

College graduates who 
hold an internship for a 
job related to their future 
career are twice as likely 
to find a stable job im- 
mediately after college. 
(Source Gallup)

Internship Do’s & Don’ts 

https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/work-study
https://www.nationalmerit.org/s/1758/start.aspx?sid=1758&gid=2&pgid=61&cid=160
http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/scholarships
https://www.livecareer.com/resume-examples/intern
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/ways-to-find-an-internship-1986877
https://www.goabroad.com/intern-abroad
https://www.glassdoor.com/blog/guide/how-to-get-an-internship/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/susanadams/2015/01/30/the-10-best-websites-for-finding-an-internship/
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/finding-a-job/why-is-an-internship-important
https://www.nationalmerit.org/s/1758/interior.aspx?sid=1758&gid=2&pgid=424
https://www.nationalmerit.org/s/1758/interior.aspx?sid=1758&gid=2&pgid=433
https://www.nationalmerit.org/s/1758/interior.aspx?sid=1758&gid=2&pgid=395
http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/scholarships
https://resources.twc.edu/articles/dos-and-donts-make-most-your-internship


Now What?

"We're sorry, but we won't be able to offer you a place in our first-year class. We had many 
qualified applicants this year...."

This is not how you wanted your college letter to read, but there it is. After all of the work you 
put into your application and the months of anticipation, it's understandable if you're upset
about the outcome. However, it's important to keep rejection letters in perspective and to
understand that you have options.

Rejection Is Not Always About You Some students read rejection from a college as an 
indication that they don't have what it takes to succeed. However, admissions decisions are 
not a judgment from society. Colleges have many reasons for rejecting students, and there 
is always an aspect of randomness in the process. Student merit is not the only factor in a 
school's decision. Schools also must address their own needs for a diverse population or for 
strength on sports teams or in specific degree programs. Neither you or your parents should 
treat rejection as a personal failure.

What to Do if You Aren't Accepted Anywhere What if you haven't gotten into any of the 
schools to which you applied? This can occur when students apply only to very selective 
schools or too few schools, or if senior grades falter. This requires some reevaluation of your 
situation, but it's certainly not the end of the world. You still have some options. Here are 
some steps you can take:

1. Talk to your counselor. He/She has been through this before with other students and
knows what to do

2. Apply to schools whose deadlines haven't yet passed. Many colleges have late admis- 
sions policies or rolling admissions. Find schools that are still accepting applications.

3. Apply to the same schools again. Some schools will reconsider your application if you 
take the SAT® again and improve your scores or if your grades shot up dramatically at the 
end of your senior year.

4. Contact the admissions office. Ask for an explanation. Was it your high school transcript? 
Your essay?

Consider transferring to the college later. If you spend a year at another school, you can 
prove to college admissions officers that you're motivated and ready for college level work. 
Consider com-munity colleges, too.

Appealing Admissions Decisions You can try to appeal your rejection, but most stu- 
dents don't win. Contact the admissions office for details on its appeal process. Some col- 
leges will allow you to provide new academic information that could improve your
chances of getting in, such as updated grades. You may also be able to request a spot on its
waiting list.

The Upside There's an upside? Yes. Sometimes it actually helps to have a decision made 
for you. Maybe you had several colleges on your wish list, and wouldn't have had an easy 
time choosing just one. Plus, if you hadn't been turned down by at least one college, maybe 
you would always won-der if you should have set your sights higher.

Rejection is not the end; just a step on the path in your journey.



B E N E F I T S :
 O n e r o u n d t r i p f l i g h t o r t w o o n e

w a y f l i g h t s p e r f i s c a l y e a r b e -
t w e e n s p o n s o r ’ s O C O N U S d u t y 
s t a t i o n a n d s t a t e s i d e s c h o o l .

 Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n / s h i p p i n g w i t h i n 6 0 
d a y s o f t r a v e l d a t e o f u p t o 3 5 0
l b s . o f u n a c c o m p a n i e d b a g g a g e

 S t o r a g e o f b a g g a g e i n t h e v i c i n i t y 
o f t h e s c h o o l ( N o t t o e x c e e d 3 5 0 l b s . )

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS:

 Unmarried dependent child 
under 23 yrs. of age

 Sponsor must be serving on 
command sponsored tour.

 Enrolled in accredited US 
school recognized by the
SECDEF and offering courses 
leading to a degree.

 Student enrolled fulltime
(12 semester hours or equivalent)

 Students attending service 
academies are ineligible.

 Civilian sponsors must have a 
travel agreement.

Heard of the

Student Travel Benefit?
Going away to school is exciting for most students. However, the 

travel to and from school can be especially expensive for stu- 
dents whose families are stationed overseas. The cost of flights 
to and from school can be onerous on a tight budget.
There is a benefit that helps our families with this added cost. 
The Student Travel Benefit can support not only travel to and 
from school, but also transportation and storage of baggage.
Government funded student travel is available as outlined in the
Joint Travel Regulations (JTR).
Active Duty references: JTR CH5-Part B Categories of PDT,
050816 Dependent Student Travel, AER 55-46 Command Spon- 
sorship and Travel Overseas
Civilian Employee references: JTR CH5-Part F, Categories of PCS 
ALWS, 053806 Dependent Student Travel, DODI 1400.25, Vol.
1250.4.b Education Allowance, DSSR §280

https://www.defensetravel.dod.mil/Docs/perdiem/JTR.pdf
https://www.defensetravel.dod.mil/Docs/perdiem/JTR.pdf
https://media.defense.gov/2019/Aug/06/2002167117/-1/-1/0/AER55-46.PDF
https://media.defense.gov/2019/Aug/06/2002167117/-1/-1/0/AER55-46.PDF
https://www.defensetravel.dod.mil/Docs/perdiem/JTR.pdf
https://www.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/140025/1400.25-V1250.pdf
https://www.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/140025/1400.25-V1250.pdf
https://aoprals.state.gov/content.asp?content_id=250&menu_id=75


For more info: 

ACTIVE Duty :

Contact your Unit

GS Civilian:

Contact CPAC Office

NAF Civilian:

Contact HR Office

A C T I V E  D U T Y  P R O C E S S :

1. Fill out AE Form 55-46D

2 . S u b mi t A E F 5 5 - 4 6 D a l o n g wi t h ve r i - 

f i c a t i o n o f e n r o l l m e n t t o u n i t S 1 f o r
ve r i f i c a t i o n o f e l i g i b i l i t y.

3 . R e q u e s t a l e t t e r f r o m t h e s c h o o l

s h o wi n g f u l l t i m e e n r o l l m e n t o r f r e s h - 
m e n a c c e p t a n c e l e t t e r.

4. S u b m i t r e q u e s t i n De f e n s e Tr a ve l 
S e r vi c e ( D TS ) t o u n i t Re s o u r ce Ma n - 
a g e r / G 8 f o r f u n d i n g . Fl i g h t s e l e c t i o n 
a n d UB s h i p m e n t wi l l b e p r o c e s s e d
wi t h r e q u e s t . Up l o a d ve r i f i e d A E F 5 5 - 
4 6 D a n d s c h o o l ve r i f i c a t i o n a s s u p -
p o r t i n g d o c u m e n t s .

D O D  C I V I L I A N  P R O C E S S :

1. R e q u e s t a l e t t e r f r o m t h e s c h o o l

s h o wi n g f u l l t i m e e n r o l l me n t o r f r e s h -
m e n a c c e p t a n c e l e t t e r.

2. Send the following to your CPAC office 
to request Student Travel Orders NLT 90 
days prior to travel. College letter, Request 
for Orders (RFO) with Sections A, B, C, L, 
M, and N complete

3. Use these orders to secure flight tickets 
& initiate unaccompanied baggage move- 
ment through Defense Travel Service (DTS). 
Upload school verification and Student Travel Or- 
ders as supporting documents.

Benefit restrictions for civilians differ slightly from 

those of active duty. CPAC Office is your POC.

https://media.defense.gov/2019/Aug/06/2002167119/-1/-1/0/AEF55-46D.PDF
https://www.aepubs.eur.army.mil/AE-Forms/
https://dtsproweb.defensetravel.osd.mil/dts-app/pubsite/all/view
https://dtsproweb.defensetravel.osd.mil/dts-app/pubsite/all/view
https://www.aepubs.eur.army.mil/AE-Forms/
https://www.aepubs.eur.army.mil/AE-Forms/
https://armypubs.army.mil/pub/eforms/DR_a/pdf/A2446.pdf
https://armypubs.army.mil/pub/eforms/DR_a/pdf/A2446.pdf
https://dtsproweb.defensetravel.osd.mil/dts-app/pubsite/all/view


About GI Video– Provides information about GI, the challenges students face today, our unique 
methodology, and incredible results (approx. 6 mins.)

https://vimeo.com/377393640/72d7baaead

GI Program Overview Video – Provides a detailed look at each component of the GI College Suc- 
cess Academy Program (approx. 9 mins.)

https://vimeo.com/380382107/a8c303e756

Gratitude Initiative (GI) is a 501c3 nonprofit whose mission is to provide essential education programs 
and college scholarships to the children of active-duty military, veterans, disabled vets, and those killed in 
defense of our country.

The College Success Academy Program is provided at no cost to military and veteran families. The 
program is paid for by the donations of patriotic Americans, corporations, and foundations that want to 
show their gratitude for the service and sacrifice of our military service members and their families.

Finding planning for your life after high school

OVERWHELMING?
If you are a Gr 8-12 dependent of an active duty service member 

or veteran, there may be a light at the end of the tunnel for you! 

24/7 Personal College/Career counseling that can stay with you 

ALL the way through college graduation is available at no cost!

FREE UNLIMITED SUPPORT

 Career planning

 College selection & admission

 PSAT/SAT/ACT test prep

 Financial aid counseling and FA 

forms review

 Application & essay review

+MORE!

SPACES ARE LIMITED!

APPLY NOW!

www.gratitudeinitiative.org

Click on apply 

for programs

http://www.gratitudeinitiative.org/


GERMANY - DEUTSCHLAND

USAG ANSBACH EMAIL

USAG BAVARIA

-GARMISCH EMAIL

-GRAFENWOEHR EMAIL

-HOHENFELS EMAIL

USAG RHEINLAND PFALZ

-BAUMHOLDER EMAIL

- KAISERSLAUTERN EMAIL

USAG STUTTGART EMAIL

USAG WIESBADEN EMAIL

ITALY - ITALIA

USAG ITALY

-VICENZA EMAIL

-CAMP DARBY EMAIL

BELGIUM – BELGIE

USAG BENELUX

EMAIL-BRUSSELS

-SHAPE EMAIL

US ARMY EUROPE SCHOOL LIAISON OFFICERS

THE NETHERLANDS - NEDERLAND

USAG BENELUX

-BRUNSSUM EMAIL

For remote locations or if you can’t 
reach your SLO, contact the
Army Europe School Liaison Officer.
Email
DSN: 314-544-9375
Commercial: +49 611-143-544-9375

mailto:AnsbachSLO@army.mil
mailto:GarmischSLO@army.mil
mailto:GrafenwoehrSLO@army.mil
mailto:HohenfelsSLO@army.mil
mailto:lynn.s.rice.naf@army.mil
mailto:lynn.s.rice.naf@army.mil
mailto:StuttgartSLO@army.mil
mailto:WiesbadenSLO@army.mil
mailto:VicenzaSLO@army.mil
mailto:DarbySLO@army.mil
mailto:BelgiumSLO@army.mil
mailto:BelgiumSLO@army.mil
mailto:NLSLO@army.mil
mailto:EuropeSLO@army.mil
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